This paper examines the concept of the light as a symbol of hope and a guide in the poetry of E. A. Robinson who is considered to be America"s first modern poet. Robinson lived in an age that witnessed the decadence and the disintegration of America and the whole world at all levels: social, political, economic, and spiritual. Unimpeachably, his role as a poet demanded for him to reflect upon the problems arising and to inseminate in the people of his time a glimmer of hope which would help them continue living. Such an optimistic vision manifests itself in his concept of light which is symptomatic of hope. The individuals he portrays in his poetry are led by this guiding light whose absence testifies to the fact that darkness dominates the situation. For example, Credo, Richard Cory, and other characters seem to have lost sight of the inner light, a light that is parallel to faith. They move between moments of despair and hope, pessimism and optimism, darkness and light. Eventually, the paper concludes that Robinson presented in his poetry a kind of optimistic philosophy that was an urgent necessity in his age in order to encounter the pressures of life with bravery, fortitude, and determination.
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The future looks dark and a little too rough to suit me, but sometimes I think I catch a little glimmer of light-though it is so far away that I am not sure of it. He [Robinson] was not interested in exterior realism, but in states of mind, the interaction of people, the consequences of action. The people who interested him primarily were the failures, the misfits, the troubled; the wrong jobs, people with the wrong marital partner, people with the wrong goals.
Success that fails and failure that succeeds the disparity between appearance and reality-these are dominant themes. In 1933, Robinson wrote to Hermann Hagedorn Hermann who became a member of Oxford movement, saying that it was good to know he had "a light, for without one a fellow is either comfortably blind or wretchedly astray , adding that "he had always had a light to keep him going, though at times it was "burning pretty low." 6 Donaldson also states that Robinson "confronted the universe with confidence that he was fulfilling his purpose, with fortitude in the face of its trials, and with hope of a better world to come". 7 Despite all the darkness, "he also expressed in his poetry his conviction that the universe could be "a fine thing" if we only had a light to be guided by". 8 In the letter of 15 March 1897, in which he speaks of the underlying the notion that if something is lost, another thing will be gained instead.
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"Credo", which literally means "I believe" 12 , is a poem about a man who is totally devastated by the lonely and melancholic life he leads. All things around him seem static, depressing, and meaningless, for he says "I cannot find my way: there is no star/ In all the shrouded heavens anywhere/ And there is not a whisper in the air." 13 Landini argues that the journey taken by the speaker of the poem is "inner spaced, spiritually and intellectually, and aimed at an understanding of the purpose and meaning of existence." 14 In the world of Robinson"s characters, there is a sense of pessimism and darkness that controls these forlorn creatures: He was a gentleman from sole to crown, Clean-favoured and imperially slim.
And he was always quietly arrayed, And he was always human when he talked;
And he was rich, yes, richer than a king, And admirably schooled in every grace:
In fine --we thought that he was everything
To make us wish that we were in his place. Essentially a social man who has found his most satisfying experience in love of life and the world. Where-as he used to curse the afflictions of the unfortunate, he now feels a responsibility to mankind to be a leader toward the Light. 18 The hope in which Robinson is immersed is not confined to the meaning of faith, but also it has much to do with the leadership quality some people have. Curiously enough, such much-wanted trait refers to the possibility of healing society from the ailing conditions of materialism and the spiritual aridity. Captain Craig embodies this hope for a more promising future. It was Robinson"s ethical responsibility that motivated him to present such pioneering figures to make a radical change in the America he was desperately seeing scattered before his eyes.
In "The Man Against the Sky," Robinson becomes the philosopher presenting his own vision of life. "I"ve always told you [the world] is a hell of a place," he wrote to a friend in 1916. "That"s why I insist it must mean something. My July work was a poem on this theme and I call it "The Man Against the Sky." 19 Robinson himself mentioned in another letter that the poem is "a protest against a material explanation of the universe. The sunset is, literally speaking, the end of day. Still, symbolically, it embraces the meaning of the middle age. The journey Robinson takes in this poem is one of searching an over-soul, faith or self-exploration. The destination is not an easy task to undertake, for man has to pass through the dark soul of the night.
Anderson argues that the man against the sky makes Robinson adopt five different attitudes of men the moment they encounter death, and these attitudes reflect their view of death. Man"s view of life is related to his attitude towards death. 23 These attitudes are mentioned in the following lines: More importantly, the sequence of these attitudes is revealing, because it "is one of increasing negation, moving from faith to doubt to denial, from firm belief to nullity." 24 These attitudes represent five kinds of men: the religious man, the contended man, the melancholic man, the desperate man, and the scientific man. 25 However strong man is, he is too weak, paralyzed, and powerless in the presence of the annihilating power of death. Man is strong by the faith he has. Robinson refers to "The story about the man of tested faiths [which] closes with a reference to the "three in Dura" who refused to fall down and worship the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar; thrown into the fiery furnace, they were saved by their faith in God." 26 Furthermore, Nahum is a biblical figure who foretold the destruction of Nineveh, for in his prophesy "Robinson saw a parallel to the twentieth century materialism and its consequences." For those that never know the light, The darkness is a sullen thing; And they, the Children of the Night, Seem lost in Fortune"s winnowing (ll. 1-4 )
Robinson"s misfit and frustrated characters are challengingly confronted with many stumbling blocks that preclude them from achieving self-realization.
It seems that Robinson is much preoccupied with the problem of existence in a world that devastated man"s faith and love for a generous and stable life. In one way or another, Robinson reflects himself and his approach to the crisis of belief in every sense of the word. He is strongly of the opinion that life runs to a halt; therefore, man must prepare him/herself for the other world beyond the lived one. Faith or the inner light is the eternal placebo that behooves to accompany man to the last station of his mundane journey.
To bring this discussion to a close, one can say that the Robinsonian concept of the inner light shows his ideal philosophy at its best. Life is not always paved with roses; thorns are there. So, there must be a guiding and trustful hand. Man must seek deep inside the light that guides her/him to the right path, a matter that makes life endurable and beautiful in the eyes of its beholder. Robinson does believe that poetry aims at "producing a constant lighting and relief and change, with balancing forces against the impending 
